July 2026

Notes from the Field

Living our values.

Dear Friends of the All Stars Project,

As we reach the midpoint of 2026, the All Stars Project (ASP) is entering one of the most exciting and
consequential periods in our history. Across the country—in Chicago, Dallas, New Jersey, New York
and the San Francisco Bay Area—our teams are deepening community engagement and creating
new developmental opportunities for young people to grow, perform and succeed.

At the center of this momentum is the recent appointment of Shadae McDaniel as president-elect, who,
together with our executive leadership team and dedicated staff, will help guide and strengthen ASP
for years to come.

| am also pleased to share that, thanks to the extraordinary generosity of our philanthropic partners and

board members, our 42nd Street Center is now mortgage-free. This milestone allows us to move forward
with plans to reimagine the Center as a dynamic multi-nonprofit hub that will strengthen New York City’s
broader youth development ecosystem.

In Dallas, following the success of the Dallas Works Summer Employment Program, Mayor Eric L. Johnson
invited us to partner again and serve as lead producer of the 30th Anniversary Mayor’s Back to School Fair
(Fair)—one of the city’s most respected civic initiatives. At the helm of this landmark anniversary effort is Antoine
Joyce-Roach, senior vice president and city leader of ASP Dallas, who is serving as executive lead of the Fair.

At the same time, through our Alumni Amplifier Initiative, we are strengthening lifelong connections and
celebrating the compounding impact of development.

| am deeply grateful to everyone who makes this work possible and excited about what we will continue
to build together.

Sincerely,

%Stmer

President and CEO



MORTGAGE-FREE
And Reimagining The Future

On June 13, the All Stars community gathered
for a mortgage-burning celebration that marked
the beginning of an exciting new chapter for the
42nd Street Center.

CLICK HERE to read coverage of the event on
W42ST.COM with highlights—including photos,
stories from our community, and a video of the
mortgage-burning ceremony that symbolized the
start of a new chapter for ASP’s Center on West

42nd Street.

CLICK HERE to read coverage in American Theatre about the launch of our new Artistic Advisory
Council. Chaired by Gabrielle L. Kurlander—actor, director, producer, Performance Lab (PLab) founder,
ASP’s founding CEO (1989-2023) and board member—the Council will help shape the artistic vision
and programming of PLab at ASP’s West 42nd Street Center and advance All Stars’ commitment

to artistic excellence.

Our ambitious $ 12 million Visionary 42nd Street Campaign has already secured more than

$8.71 million. While fundraising continues, ASP is working closely with the architectural firm NORR

to reimagine the Center as a vibrant, multi-nonprofit for performance, youth development and cross-sector
partnerships. AHfter a six-month renovation period, the Center will reopen in 2027. In the meantime,

our programs and events will continue throughout New York City, ensuring that the work—and the

community—remain as active as ever.

CLICK HERE

To See Architectural Renderings of
the Reimagined 42nd Street Center



https://allstars.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/26-0617-W42ST-All-Stars-Project-Burns-Its-Mortgage-—-and-Goes-All-In-on-W42nd-Street.pdf
https://w42st.com
https://allstars.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/26-0611-American-Theatre-All-Stars-Project-Launches-Artistic-Advisory-Council.pdf
https://allstars.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/2026_0317_ASP-NYC-Concept-Renderings_email.pdf

ALUMNI AMPLIFIER INITIATIVE

With the launch of our new Alumni Amplifier Initiative, All Stars is deepening its long-term investment in
alumni as entrepreneurs, artists and community builders whose work continues to strengthen communities
and create opportunity across the country. At this year’s National Gala, we celebrated the extraordinary
leadership of alumni through our Amplified Impact Awards. Congratulations to our 2026 honorees, Monica,
Fred and Sherida, for their leadership, innovation and lasting impact.

With the launch of our new Alumni Amplifier
Initiative, All Stars is deepening its long-term
investment in alumni as entrepreneurs, artists and
community builders whose work continues to
strengthen communities and create opportunity
across the country. At this year’s National Gala,
we celebrated the extraordinary leadership of
alumni through our Amplified Impact Awards.
Congratulations to our 2026 honorees, Monica,
Fred and Sherida, for their leadership, innovation
and lasting impact.

CLICK HERE

Left to right: Monica Ofori (2000) of the D.R.E.A.M. Initiative; To View a VIdeo

ASP's President-Elect Shadae McDaniel; Fred Derilus (2004) of the Awards Ceremony
of Invited Coffee and Sherida Hinkson-Johnson (2014)

of Green Quotient Solutions.

Special congratulations to All Stars
alumnus ARTURO LYONSS, recipient
of the 2026 Tony Award for

Best Choreography for
Cats: The Jellicle Ball.

These accomplishments reflect something we have long believed: The impact of All Stars grows
and multiplies over time. Alumni carry the developmental experiences, relationships and values
they gained through our programs into their professions, communities and creative endeavors,
creating a compounding impact that extends far beyond their years as participants.

These accomplishments reflect something we

have long believed: The impact of All Stars

grows and multiplies over time. Alumni carry the
developmental experiences, relationships and
values they gained through our programs into their
professions, communities and creative endeavors,
creating a compounding impact that extends far
beyond their years as participants.

Leftto right: Heidy Garcia Ramos (2025 DSY alum), Allyson Poyker
(2024 DSY alum), Ramisa Chowdhury (2023 DSY alum),
Aaron Dussard (2025 DSY alum).

Looking ahead, we are excited to bring this vision to life at the Becoming All Stars Summit

this fall, where distinguished alumni leaders will present their work to supporters, corporate partners
and community leaders. | recently had the opportunity to convene a focus group of key supporters
in San Francisco to help shape the Summit and further develop the Alumni Amplifier vision.

Their enthusiasm and insights reinforced the tremendous potential of this next chapter,

and | look forward to sharing more in the months ahead - stay tuned.


https://allstars.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uddKPhI_-UY

EXPANDING OPPORTUNITY
Through Public-Private Partnership

The All Stars Project is honored to partner with
Mayor Eric L. Johnson, the City of Dallas and
the Junior League of Dallas to lead the 30th
Anniversary Mayor’s Back to School Fair,
which will take place on August 7, 2026, at
Fair Park. Hosted annually by Mayor Johnson,
the Fair is one of Dallas'’s largest community
events, providing students and families with
the resources they need fo start the school
year strong. Building on a nearly three-
decade tradition of service, this year’s event is
expected to connect more than 20,000 young
people and family members with educational,
developmental and community resources that
support their growth and success.

Left to right: Antoine Joyce-Roach, Dr. Lindsay Davis (Former President,
Junior League of Dallas), Mayor Eric L. Johnson, Lauren Combest
(President, Junior League of Dallas), Asha Jenkins, Chris Street.

Pictured with Dallas Mayor Eric L. Johnson, representatives of Walmart and Sam’s Club, Title Sponsor of the Mayor’s Back to School Fair.

We are also grateful for the extraordinary support of the Mayor’s Back to School Fair

sponsors and partners who make this event possible. Special thanks to title sponsors
Walmart and Sam’s Club, as well as all of our other key sponsors:

This partnership between the City of Dallas, the All Stars Project and the Junior League
of Dallas demonstrates what is possible when government, nonprofits, philanthropists

and volunteers align around a shared commitment to youth development.



CLICK HERE

To watch an interview with Antoine
Joyce-Roach and Lindsay Davis of

the Junior League of Dallas on NBC5’s
Street Talk 5 Community Affairs Program

CLICK HERE

To watch a highlight reel of our press
conference at City Hall announcing the
launch of the 2026 Mayor’s Back to
School Fair



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tfqkGV5b1D4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B_BYTHcliq4

